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PRO v. XX. ver. 2. 
The Rich and Poor meet together, the 
Lord is the Maker of them all. 
= Ds the natural Body is compoſed 
FA of different Members and Parts, 
which have diſtin and ſubordi - 
nate Functions; yet all co-operate 


£4550 | 
Q CLF — fror the Support of the nf 


the Feet not refuſing to bear the Weight of the 
Body, the Hands and Arms being ready to work 
for its Aliment, the Head to direct, the Mouth 
to receive, and the Stomach to digeſt the Food, 
leg by the Contrivance of one Part and 
abour of the others: So in the Political Body; 
there is a providential Sabordination; without 
which, Confuſion would quickly put an End 
to all Society, and Men, like Beaſts of Prey; 
deyour one another: Whereas, by this Subor= 
dination, the ſtrong and mercileſs are reſtrained; 
the weak and patient protected, Juſtice done on 
the Oppreſſors, and the Injured righted. — 
And as in the natural Body, the Feet cannot 
ſay to the Head, Ve want thee not, or the Head 
reject the Aſfiſtance of the Feet, 1 Cor. chi xii. So: 
in the political Body, the Por ſtand in nced of 
the Rich, and the Rich cannot do without the 
Poor. Thus the Rich and Poor meet together 
V2: for 


* 
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for mutual Aſſiſtance. Each of theſe Claſſes 

of Men, have their particular Advantages, 
- Riches afford an Opportunity of feeling the 
moſt exquiſite Pleaſure this Life can afford, 
which is rather to be experienced than de- 
{cribed ; and alſo, to purchaſe an eternal 
Happineſs in the Life to come, by relieving 
the Wants and Miſeries of our leſs happy Bre- 
thren : while on the other Hand, Poverty 
_ . teaches us Humility and Patience, and thus 
in this World affords the Satisfaction of a con- 
tented Mind, and will ſecure us never failing 
Treaſures in the next; the Reward of our 
Reſignation to the Will of our great Creator. 

In diſcourſing on my Text I ſhall obſerve, 


 _ Firſt, what is to be underſtood by the Rich 
and Poor meet together. ba 

_ Secondly, In what Senſe Solomon here ſays, 
The Lord is the Maker of them all. 

Firſt, they may be ſaid to meet together; that 
is, no Difference is found between them in their 
Birth, their Form, their Support, or Diſſolu- 
tion. The Rich and Poor have the ſame En- 
trance into the World, differ nothing in their 
Make, have need of the ſame Nouriſhment to 
preſerve Life, and are alike mortal. Death 
levels both, and puts an End to Diſtinction; 
the Reſpect ſhewn the Rich, and the Con- 
tempt experienced by the Poor ceaſe, when 
once they have entered the gloomy ſilent Man- 
| fions of that King of Terrors, who, without 
regard to Perſons, leads to the Jed 

5 Scat 


, Subordinatius. 5 
Seat of a tremendous God; where they ma 

again be ſaid to meet together, that is, where 
they are upon the ſame Level; where the 
ſame Sentence will be paſſed upon the wicked 
rich Man, and prophane Beggar; and the 
ſame Reward crown the Virtues of the cha- 
ritable Rich, who has rightly employed the 
Wealth, with which he had been entruſted, 
and proved himſelf a good Steward; and re- 
ward the patient wanting Man, who in his 
Diſtreſs, looked up to God, humbly ſubmitted 
to the Inflictions he was pleaſed to bring 
upon him, and chearfully reſign'd, becauſe he 
knew they were from the Hand of his Creator. 
The Rich and Poor may again be faid to 
meet together, as they participate alike in the Sin 
of our firſt Parents. Theyare equally deſcended 
from them, equally guilty before God, equally 
born in Sin, and ſhapen in Iniquity : On the 
other Hand, they alike participate in the 
'Death of Chriſt; He is the Mediator for the 
Poor as well as the Rich, and his Covenant 
of Promiſes are equally made to both. | 

That the Wiſe Man ſpake it in this Senſe, and 
not in regard to worldly Advantages, is, I think, 
evident from the Diſtinction he makes between 
them, with regard to the things of this Life, in 
the Seventh Verſe of the fame Chapter. The 
Rich ruleth over the Poor, and the Borrower ts 
the Servant to the Lender. Here we may carry 
this Reflection farther. The Poor, as they de- 
pend on the Rich for their Support, muſt con- 
ſequently be ſubmiſſive to them: Experience 
= ſhews 
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ſhews, that whoever has his Dependance on 
another, is ſo much ſubje to him, as to bear the 
unevenneſs of his Temper ; be ſilent when he 
ſtorms, court his Smiles, diſſemble Injuries done 


by him, receiveand execute his Orders, which 
the ! ay Man muſt ſtile Commands, and have 


neither Eyes, Ears, nor Tongue, to ſee, hear, or 
divulge what may incur his Diſpleaſure : To 
go on to more Particulars; ſome haughty rich 
Men expect to have even their Vices flatter'd ; 
and I fear there are but too many whoſe Wants 
make them facrifice their Veracity to their In- 
tereſt, and meanly offer up Incenſe to the 
Wealthy. If any can be allow'd to plead excuſe 
for this, it muſt be the Men who are periſhing : 
'Tho' even ſuch, ſhew a Diſtruſt of Providence, 
when they fly to Vice to relieve their Neceſſi- 
ties: But how can They palliate their Meanneſs, 
who, through Luxury, bring themſelves from 
Affluence to a Dependance on the Great; and 
to live riotouſly, will fawn upon their Vices, be 
the Miniſters of them, and ſacrifice the Honour 
even of their Families, with this View only, 
that, they may be able to be ſuperlatively wick- 
ed themſelves ! The other Diſtinction which 
Solomon makes between the Rich and Poor, is 
that the Borrower is the Servant of the Lender. 
Here we find Dominion ariſe from Wealth : 
though a Man is not abſolutely poor, yet, if he 
is obliged to borrow, the Lender immediately 
looks upon himſelf his Superior, and makes 
him ſenſible he is ſo, by exerting the Power given 


him by the neceſſities of the Debtor, who muſt 


entreat 


entreat, and too often to the Ruin of Debtors 
and their Families, purchaſe his Forbearance by 
ſubmitting to ſhameful Extortions. England 
is a Land of Liberty, with regard to common 
Society in general ; but I believe no Country 
inhabited by Profeſſors of the Name of Chriſt 
verifies more this Obſervation of the Wiſe Man, 
with regard to private Life: Since the Tyranny 
of Creditors and Inhumanity of Jailors, have 
often obliged the Legiſlative Power to ſtep in, 
and by its Authority reſtrain the raging Cruelty 
of both the One and the Other. | 
So great a Misfortune is it to be in Debt, 

that in the Enumeration of the Bleflings which 
are promiſed to attend the Obedience of the 
Iſraelites; that they ſhall not become Debtors is 
mentioned as One. The Lord ſhall open unto 
thee his good Treaſure, The Heaven to give the 
Rain unto thy Land in his Seaſon, and to bleſs all 
the Work of thine Hand: And thou ſhalt lend 
unto many Nations, and thou ſhalt not borrow, 
| Deuteronomy xxviii. ver. 12. | 

| From what has been advanced I think it 
is obvious that Solomon, in faying the Rich 
and Poor meet together, cannot be taken to 
> | have Reſpect to things of this World, ſince he 
has ſhewn the Inequality between them; but 


- | that they meet together as they are all the 
: | Work of God's Hands, ſubje& to the ſame 
> | Viſlicitudes, and muſt alike return to their 

mother Earth. The Lord is the Maker of 

| zbem all, which is my 
by Second 
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Second Head. . Wherefore let us examine 
what is couched under theſe Words, and 


Firſt, I apprehend that he intends by them 
to remind us, that we owe our Being to God's 
Free Grace, thereby to awaken us to a Con- 
templation of his Infinite Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs ; at the ſame time to Thank- 
fulneſs for our Exiſtence, Support, and Pre- 
ſervation ; to place our Truſt in his Mercy, 
which we daily experience, and to invoke 
and adore him, who is the Author of all Good. 


Secondly, Theſe Words imply, an Admo- 
nition to both the Rich and Poor, by a Re- 
flection, that they are both the Creatures of 
his Hand ; and as the Rich ought not to be 
puffed up with his Affluence and forget God, 
conſequently omit making a right Uſe of the 
worldly Advantage with which the Almighty 
has bleſs'd him; but remember that all he poſ- 
ſeſſes is from his liberal Hand, is bis ſpontaneous 
Gift, which he may deprive him of when ever 
he ſhall pleaſe: So ought not the Poor to re- 
pine at his Lot, but by calling to Mind that 
it is decreed by Omniſcience himſelf, humbly 
acknowledge, that his God knows better than 
he what is beſt for him, and chearfully reſign 
to his Diſpoſition, in whoſe Hand it is to 
humble Princes, and to raiſe the moſt wretched 
of Mankind. to the higheſt Dignities. He 
raiſetb up the Poor out of the Duſt, and lift- 
eth up the Beggar from the Dunghill, to ſet 

them among Princes, and to make them inherit 
zhe Throne of Glory, 1 Sam. ch. ii, ver. 7, 8. 
Thirdly, 


of Subordination. 9 


Thirdly, The Lord is the Maker of them all 
contains an Exhortation to the Rich, to have 
Mercy on his wanting Brethren : And to the 
Poor, not to envy the Affluence or Superiority 
of thoſe, whom it hath pleafed God to bleſs 

with a more happy Lot in this Life ; becauſe 
it is the Will of the great Creator, in whoſe 
Hands we are, who as he has made us, has 
an inconteſtable Right to diſpoſe of us; as he 
ſhall, in his infinite Wiſdom, think fit. Let 
the Rich remember; that the Poor have the 
Honour, as well as they, to be the Workman- 
ſhip of God; and for that Reaſon, were there 
no other, let them not deſpiſe them : Nay, it 
is their Intereſt to have a Regard for the Poor, 
ſince their Neglect of them is a Sin; but on 
the contrary, their conſidering them as they 
' | ought, is attended with a Bleſſing. He that de- 
- | /þ:ſeth his Neighbour finneth ; but he that hath 
S | Mercy on the Poor, happy is be. Prov. xiv. 
r | ver. 21. How great that Sin is we are told in 
- | the 31ſt Verſe of the ſame Chapter. He that 
t | oppreſeth the Poor, reproacbetb his Maker : 
y | but he that honoureth him, hath Mercy on the 
nj Poor, Let him who abounds, remember that 
n his Affluence proceeds from God's Bounty, in 
whoſe Power it is to deprive him of his Riches, 
d | if he does not make that Uſe of it, as is com- 
Te | manded in Holy Writ. If thy Brother be 
= vaxen poor, and fallen in Decay with thee ; 
ſet | then thou ſhalt relieve him : yea, though he be a 
it | Stranger or a Sojourner ; that be may live mes 
bees 


; 
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hee Levit. xxv. ver. 35. F there be with you 
a poor Man, thou ſhalt not harden thine Heart, 
nor ſhut thine Hand from thy poor Brother : 
But thou ſhalt open thine Hand wide unto 
him, and ſhalt ſurely lend him ſufficient for his 
Need, in that which he wanteth. Thou ſhalt 
ſurely give him, and thine Heart ſhall not 
be grieved when thou grveſt unto bim: becauſe 
that for this thing the Lord thy God ſhall 
bleſs thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 
putteſt thine Hand unto, Deut. xv. ver. 7, 8, 
10. Here we ſee, to encourage us to the Per- 
formance of this Duty, a temporal Advantage 
15 promiſed to attend it ; Proſperity in all our 
Works and Undertakings. Many other Texts 
of Scripture may be brought that enjoin us 
to make this right Uſe of an affluent Fortune, 
which will prove a Bleſſing or a Curſe, as we 
perform or neglect our Duty. Bleſſed is he 
that confidereth the Poor; the Lord will deliver 
him in Time of Trouble. The Lord will pre- 
ſerve him, and keep him alive, and he ſhall 
be bleſſed upon the Earth ; and thou wilt not 
deliver bim into the Will of his Enemies. 
The Lord will ftrengtben him upon the Bed of 
Languiſhing : Thou wilt make all his Bed in 
his Sickneſs. Pſal. xli. ver. 1, 2, 3. And 
St. Peter adviſes us to have fervent Charity 
above all things; for, or becauſe it is attended 
by the moſt deſirable Blefſing, to wit, It 
ſhall cover the multitude of Sins. 1 Pet. iv. ver. 8. 
but the Negligence of this Duty of Charity to 
the Poor ; or too great an Eſteem of Riches, 


which 
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which we find in Timothy term'd The Root of 


all Evil. 1 Tim. vi. ver. 10. is the certain 
Loſs of the Soul, ſince our Saviour tells us, 
It is eaſier for a Camel to go through the Eye 
of a Needle, than for a rich Man to enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. Mark x. ver. 25. 
which cannot be underſtood, but of ſuch as 
make a wrong Uſe of their Wealth, either by 
hoarding it up, and, in a Manner, paying Ado- 
ration to their Gold; or in throwing away pro- 
fuſely in Wantonneſs and Luxury, what they 
ought to have employ'd for the Relief of their 
Poor Brethren. (Here I may obſerve by the 
Bye) that if we read the Gree Word x4was with 
iota for xdumns with eta, it ſignifies a Ca- 
ble ; and as that may be untwiſted and brought 
to Threads ſmall enough to paſs the Whole, 
through the Eye of a Needle : ſo may the 
rich Man by dividing his ſuperfluous Wealth 
among the Poor, be able to paſs that rait 
Gate, and keep in that narrow ay which 
leadeth unto Life ; where he ſhall find his 
corruptible Treaſures repaid him with incor- 
ruptible ones. But, 

It is time to return from this Digreſſion: 
Wherefore I repeat, let the Rich conſider, that 
the Almighty may, whenever he pleaſes, reſume 
his Gifts, and reduce him to want that com- 
paſſionate Relief, which he has perhaps denied 
to his periſhing Brother. The Viciſſitudes of 
this World are ſo many, one would think 


they are ſufficient to wean a Man from the 


Love of Riches, and engage him to make them 
B 2 ſub- 
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ſubſervient to his eternal Happineſs, by lend- 
ing them to the Lord. For, He that hath 
Pity upon the Poor lendeth unto the Lord, and 
that which he hath given, will he pay him 
again. Prov. xix. ver. 17. This is a way to ſe- 
cure them upon a good Fund, which no Re- 
volution of Government, no Deviſes of crafty 


and ill defigning Men can ever ſhake: This is 


inſuring them againſt Thieves, Fire, Shipwrecks, 
and all other Accidents to which they are liable, 
and which we daily ſee happen and bring the 
Wealthieſt to even pinching Want. For The 
Lord maketh Poor and maketh, Rich : He bring- 
eth low and lifteth up. 1 Sam. ii. ver. 7. All 
things are by his Will, or Sufferance. This is 
rightly employing the Talents entruſted to the 


rich Man's Care, putting them out to an Inte- 


reſt, which will much more than double the 
Principle, and gain him this Approbation of his 
Maſter, Well done thou good and faithful Servant 
thou baſt been faithful over a few things, Iwill 
make thee Ruler over many Things, enter thou 


into the Joy of thy Lord. Matt. xxv. ver. 21. 
I have ſaid, that 


Thirdly, The Lord is the Maker of them 
all, is an Exhortation to the Rich to have 


mercy on the Poor, on which I need no far- 


ther expatiate: and alſo to the Poor not to be 
envious againſt the Rich, on which 1 ſhall 
obſerve, that 

Firſt, It is impeaching the Wiſdom of God, 
and taking upon us to direct Omniſcience. 


5 Secondly, 


of Subordination. 13 
Secondly, It is Fooliſh, nay highly ſo. 
Thirdly, That this Folly is more likely to 
encreaſe, than to relieve our Miſeries. 
That envy proceeds from a partial Compa- 
riſon both of Circumſtances and Merit, of 
the Envious Perſon with him whom he makes 
the Object of his Diſpleaſure, will, I believe, 
be eaſily granted. We ſhould envy none the 
advantage he has over us in Birth, Wealth, or 
Dignities ; did we really believe, were we tho- 
roughly convinced that he was more deſerving 
of his Rank or Affluence than are ourſelves ; 
but on the contrary, we ſhould rejoice in his 
good Fortune. Now certainly this impgach- 
ing the Omniſcience of God as if we knew 
better how to order the Affairs of this World 


than he who made it, is, in our Hearts accu- 


ſing him, either of want of Judgment or of 
Partiality, which, is want of Juſtice; and 
arrogantly taking upon us to ſay we could 
have made a better, a more equal Diſpoſition 
than he has done. Who among us, would 
not tremble to hear ſuch Blaſphemous Pre- 
ſumption utter'd | tho' perhaps, few can lay 
their Hands on their Hearts and ſay, they have 
never been guilty, they never envy'd the Proſ- 
perity of their Neighbours, or, thro' hatred 
depreciated their Characters, to make them 
appear in the Eyes of the World, unworthy 
of their good Fortune; but I am willing to _ 
hope, ſuch as have thus err'd, did it, for want 
of conſidering the blackneſs of the Crime. 
Secondly, Envy and Repining is greatly 
tooliſh 
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fooliſh : It hurts only the Envious Perſon, 
who, by it, expofes himſelf to the reſentment 
of one more Powerful than himſelf, (I mean 
the Rich Man,) and who, if he does not re- 
venge it, condemns us of ſpite and injuſtice, 
and raiſes his own CharaQer on the Ruin of 
outs by his Moderation : But ſhould he have 
a Spirit of revenge equal to our Malevolence ; 
how fooliſh muſt our procedure be to irritate 
the Perſon, who we know can make us ſuf- 
fer, if not entirely cruſh us for our Malice ! 
but, have we any certainty that we may not 
one Day ſtand in need of the Favour or Pro- 
tection of the envy'd Man? And ſuppoſing 
he is above reſenting our Inveteracy, with 
what Face can we aſk his Service or Intereſt ? 
ſhould we not be conſcious that we merited 
(from him) rather Enmity than Friendſhip, 
Slights than Favour, and Contempt than Pro- 
tection: Nay, ſhould we not give the Lye to 
our own Calumnies by asking him to ſerve us, 
and tacitly own we think him a Man of Vir- 
tue, who can be capable not only to forgive 
the Injury, but even affiſt the Injurer ? 
Thirdly, This Folly is mote likely to en- 
creaſe, than to relieve our Miſeries. 
Had a Man a Poſt allotted him by an Earthly 
Deſpotick Prince; Diſhonoutable, Laborious, 
and ſo little Advantageous, that he muſt be 
extremely Parſimonious to give Bread to his 
Family; and yet from the Abſoluteneſs of 
his Prince he could not refuſe accepting it, 
though never ſo averſe from his Inclinations, and 
con- 


of Subordination. 1 5 
contrary to his Intereſt; would he, in hopes 
of being raiſed to one more lucrative, which 
required leſs Care and Fatigue, fly in the 
Face of his Prince and tell him, that he 
wanted both Prudence and Juſtice in the Diſ- 
poſition he had made? Could he imagine, 
ſuppoſing ſuch a Man to have common Senſe, 
that this Procedure was not more likely to 
bring the Indignation of his Prince upon him 
than conciliate his Fayour ? If then in ſuch 
a ſituation we ſhould accuſe this Man of Folly ; 
if we can condemn wrong Steps taken in 
Worldly Affairs, let us uſe at leaſt, as much 
Prudence in thoſe which are Spiritual ; and be 
as wile for an Eternal, as we are for a Tem- 
poral Intereſt : we know we are in the Hands 
of God, as Clay in the Potters. Hath not the 
Potter power over the Clay, of the ſame Lump 
to make one Veſſel unto Honour and another unto 
Diſbonour? Rom. ix. ver. 2 1. Will murmurings 
and repinings againſt theWill of our Creator, 
mend our Condition ; will accuſing his Provi- 
dence as all tacitly do, who ſet not down con- 
tented with their Lot, prove a Remedy; will it 
alleviate the Burthen he complains of, or will it 
not rather add ſtil] a greater weight to what he 
already groans under? Surely it will; and we 
may be convinced of it, if we have F aith in the 
Sacred Writings, Wo unto him that ſtriveth 
with his Maker : Ifa. xlv. ver. 9. Wherefore, 
let every one who is oppreſſed with Want, or 
who labours under Difficulties avoid this Woe 
pronounced by the Prophet, by humbly ſub- 


mitting 
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mitting to the will of Providence. And if he 


has at any Time, by his Impatience, dar'd to - 


expoſtulate with his Maker, let him /n 19 
more, teſt a worſe thing come unto him. St. John 
cap. v. ver. 14. | | | 
To conclude with the words of my Text, 
let the Rich and Poor meet together, let them 
be upon a level in acts of Benovelence on the 
one Hand ; of Service and Good-will on the 
other: Let the Charity of the Rich relieve 
the wants of the Poor ; and the Prayers, and 


Gratitude of the Poor, repay the Obligation : 
Let the Maſter command with Reaſon and 


M.ildneſs; the Hierling perform his Task with 


Juſtice and Chearfulneſs ; let them remember 


that The Lord is the Maker of them all; and 
from that Conſideration let not the Rich be 
arrogant and deſpiſe the Poor, or the Poor re- 


pine and envy the Rich ; but the one, making 
a right Uſe of his Affluence, and the other 
of his Wants ; purchaſe to themſelves an eter- 
nal Happineſs, and thus by the Practice of 


Charity, Refignation and Brotherly Love; meet 


together in the bleſſed Regions of never ending 
Happineſs. Which, that we may all arrive 


at, may God of his Infinite Mercy grant, thro' 


the Merits of his bleſſed Son Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Saviour, to whom with the Holy Ghoſt, three 
Perſons, one God, be aſcribed all Honour, 
Glory and Power, now and for ever. Amen. 
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